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Photo captions:

The annual Blessing of the Animals in honor of St. Francis of Assisi Feast 
Day took place on October 4. -Photos courtesy of Carrie Erdlen and 
Father Artman.

First Holy Communion was delayed from the spring and took place on 
October 17. -Photos courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi/www.MODA.pho-
tography
Confirmation was on the evenings of November 4 and 5. -Photos cour-
tesy of Carmen Smargiassi/www.MODA.photography

Welcome to The Anastasian. We hope you enjoy this 
newsletter. St. Anastasia is a large, vibrant parish with 
many different groups engaged in wonderful activi-
ties that give life to the parish. This newsletter will offer 
you the chance to learn more about the many ways our 
friends and neighbors in Christ engage with the parish to 
deepen their faith and enrich their lives. And you will see 
they are having a lot of fun too! Please let us know what 
you think and how we can improve. 
        E-mail us at promotion@saintannies.org. 
        "Like" us on Facebook saintanastasianewtownsquare
        Follow the parish Instagram saintanastasiaparish
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Dear Parishioners of Saint Anastasia,

It is a pleasure to present to you the latest edition of the Anastasian. Thanks to all who make 
this publication possible on an ongoing basis. I know you can understand what I mean when 

I say I miss seeing your faces. The little encounters we are so used to are strangely missing from our lives. We never realized 
how vital they were, how they kept us in touch with each other, and how they helped us share information about our lives 
and our faith with one another. Hopefully, the information contained in these pages will help you to connect more closely 
to one another and to our “one parish community."
 
Due to the pandemic, many of you have not yet had the opportunity to meet Father Artman. Father arrived here in July and 
has very quickly become an integral and valued member of the parish staff. I’m sure he’s looking forward to meeting all of 
you. I wish him many happy years here at Saint Anastasia. Father Artman replaces Father Dwyer who has been named the 
pastor of Saint Paul Parish in South Philadelphia.

Read how things have affected and altered the way we are doing just about everything around the parish. School and CCD 
are up and running and everyone is doing all they can to assure things are handled as professionally and safely as possible. 
Hats off to everyone for their monumental efforts in this regard!

Photos of a couple of events held recently should be enjoyable to all of you. Many of the “extras” continue to be held,                
albeit a little differently. The Blessing of Animals seemed to draw a much more vocal group of dogs. I guess they too missed             
seeing one another! First Communions and Confirmation were scaled down but devout and memorable experiences for all 
involved. Despite the hardships and uncertainty of the last few months we have much for which we are thankful.  

Enjoy! Hope to see you all face to face soon. And full face in the not too distant future!

God bless us all,
Father Colagreco

www.saintanastasia.net

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco

John Kyle and Deanna Stagliano pick up food for St. John's Hospice. Food collections at the parish are more im-
portant than ever. Casseroles for St. John’s Hospice are collected the second Tuesday of each month, Food for the 
St. Mark’s Emergency Food Pantry is collected the first weekend of each month and donations to Aid for Friends 
can be made anytime to the freezer in the church basement. For more details about these collections see the Par-
ish Organizations List on the parish website – saintanastasia.net. -Photo courtesy of Katie Downey
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A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco

Whether you are attending Mass at Saint Anastasia “in person” or “tuning in via live-streaming”, we can all say, Mass is           
different. 

In place of the Greeters we have Door Monitors who greet you but then direct you to a seat in the socially distant configura-
tion of every other pew and six feet apart once you are seated. No holy water, no missalettes, but rather hand sanitizer at 
the doors and everyone masked completes the picture. We also see  everyone leaving the church immediately after Mass 
so that the sanitizers can ready the church for the next Mass. 

Yes, attending Mass is different. However, whether you are in church, or in some room of your home the celebration of Mass 
is the same. 

We have the reassuring presence of our priests, the proclamation of the Word by our lectors, and the distribution of the 
Eucharist by our Extraordinary Ministers. We are comforted by the familiarity of the prayers of Mass. We are nourished by the 
presence of Jesus in the Eucharist by receiving Jesus or making a spiritual communion. We experience community with our 
parish family – even though seated apart or reading their names as they check into the live stream feed. 

While the externals of attending look different, the essence of our worship is the same. We gather to celebrate the                         
Eucharist and Jesus is present to us. We come together as  “one parish community” to worship God and to pray with and for 
one another. Whether in church or at home, our presence at Sunday Mass matters and is a witness to our love-for God and 
for our Church family. As always, we are sent forth from Mass with the mission to become the presence of the risen Lord in 
our world- in our time and our place. Yes, attending  Mass during the pandemic of 2020 is a paradox; different but the same. 
Thanks be to God!

The Paradox of Attending The Paradox of Attending 
Mass during the Pandemic Mass during the Pandemic 
of 2020of 2020 by Sister Mary Barrar, S.S.J.
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Greetings everyone! My name is Father Brandon Artman, and I am the new parochial vicar (assistant pastor) here at                                  
St. Anastasia Parish. I arrived in July, replacing Father Dan Dwyer, who was appointed pastor in South Philadelphia.  

I’d like to tell you a little about myself. I grew up just down the street at St. Agnes Parish in West Chester (as did Father                      
Colagreco). I attended St. Agnes School in the late 80s and early 90s and was very active in the parish. While singing in the 
children’s choir, I was fascinated with watching the church organist playing at Mass. I began taking organ lessons with him, 
and by 7th grade was playing for school Masses, eventually becoming the assistant organist playing for the 2 weekly Sunday 
Masses in the chapel.

When I entered West Chester East High School in 1994, I added sacristan and evening/weekend rectory receptionist duties 
to my St. Agnes “resume.” It was at this point that the seeds of my vocation began to take root. I enjoyed interacting with the 
priests of the parish and serving God and his people through my work. Entering West Chester University as a Music Education 
Major in 1998, I aspired to be a high school choral and general music teacher.  

In 1999, I decided it was time to expand my organ playing, and I was hired as Director of Music and Organist at                                                              
St. Matthias Church in Bala Cynwyd. I truly loved my job. I continued to work at St. Agnes as much as I could while also work-
ing at St. Matthias and attending college. I soon began to realize that teaching music was not going to be satisfying for me. I 
adored working in the church and paused my college education to pursue a full-time position at St. Matthias that added Parish 
Service duties to my music job. This was a major turning point in my life. Touching people’s lives through my music ministry 

by Father Artman

Father Artman
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and bringing them closer to God with my 
other church work was very gratifying for 
me; I was encouraged by so many people 
who appreciated my talents and work. Yet 
I felt I needed to do even more with my life 
to be truly fulfilled.

A friend of mine entered St. Charles             
Borromeo Seminary in Wynnewood, 
and getting to know other seminarians 
through him further helped the seed of 
my vocation to continue to grow. I began 
to seriously discern a call to the priest-
hood, went back to WCU to finish a de-
gree, resigned my jobs at St. Agnes and          
St. Matthias, and entered St. Charles Semi-
nary in 2012. It was the best decision I ever 
made.

I was ordained a transitional deacon in 2017 and spent a year ministering at St. Patrick Church in Malvern. Having suc-
cessfully discerned my vocation, I was ordained a priest by Archbishop Chaput in 2018 and was assigned to St. Matthew 
Parish in the Mayfair section of Northeast Philadelphia. Then this July, I was transferred to St. Annie’s. Although I have only 
been here for about 4 months, this is, hands-down, my best assignment so far! Father Colagreco, the parish and school 
staff, and of course all of you are so fantastic and have greeted me with open arms and made me feel so welcome. It’s 
been so great getting to know so many of you and your families, despite the reduced number of people due to COVID 
restrictions. If I can ever be of assistance to you, please email me at FatherArtman@saintannies.org or call the Rectory at 
610-356-1613. I’m looking forward to the time when I can get to meet many more of you – and see what everyone really 
looks like without their masks! 
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Friday, March 13, 2019 was one Friday the 13th many of us will never forget. It was the day that we were mandated, by the 
state of Pennsylvania, to shut down our school for in person learning and quickly switch over to a completely virtual learning 
plan for a “two week quarantine” due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We had no idea that that Friday was the last day we would 
be in school for the remainder of the 2019 school year. No one could foresee the impact this virus had and still has on the 
entire world. 

Fast forward to the beginning of the summer when most teachers and administrators have the opportunity to unwind 
and relax in the much-anticipated weeks of summer. However, like most of 2020, this summer would be different. Right 
off the heels of implementing and managing three months of virtual learning, St. Anastasia School began planning for the                            
unknown. A new reality was in our midst, with little facts and data to support what school would look like in the future. We 
had what felt like an insurmountable task on our shoulders. How do we prepare for what we do not know? 

After countless update meetings, meticulous planning, and direct supervision from the Office of Catholic Education, the 
Chester County Health Department and the SAS Task Force, St. Anastasia School proudly, but more importantly, safely               
reopened the school on Monday, September 21, 2020 for in person learning for the 2020-2021 school year. This date marked 
a culmination of dedication, hard work, and hope that the future will be one of promising possibilities.  

In coordination with the SAS Task Force, local donations and services, the school implemented many new protocols and safe-
guards to ensure the health and wellness of our school community. Through these efforts we have provided a healthy, pro-
ductive, and successful school learning environment within the school building for in person learning. We are also fortunate 
to be able to extend the opportunity to provide direct instruction through virtual learning for those who need to continue 
to remain at home. 

Although a bit different, the school year is off to a great start! We are so appreciative and thankful for the time, dedication, 
and service that the community has put forth to enable the school to open and remain open through the fall months. Let’s 
continue to work together to keep St. Anastasia strong and well!

The Reopening of 
St. Anastasia Parish School 

by Carolyn Brown
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For the 2020-21 school year, our parish public school          
children who normally attend our CCD program will             
experience all remote learning or homeschooling CCD.  
Due to the restrictions from the virus, we will not have 
any in-person classes. This decision came after many                 
discussions with our CCD teachers and families, with the 
priests and some of the pastoral staff, and looking at the example of local parishes. We decided that the safest and least 
stressful route for everyone (students, parents, and teachers) is remote learning. So, along with our regular registration pro-
cess, parents picked up the children’s textbooks, and are now, both children and parents, engaging with lessons that are       
either pre-recorded or live via Zoom. The sacraments of Penance and First Holy Communion (for 2nd graders) and Confirma-
tion (for 7th graders) will require some in-person sessions (socially distanced), so we will meet those challenges as they come! 
We have approximately 480 students in our CCD Program. Normally, we have about 25 teachers who teach weekly and about 
the same number of aides and support staff. This year we are managing with just eight teachers. It is pretty lonely without 
everyone buzzing about making copies, organizing supplies, and consulting with lesson plans, etc. But, in a year like no other, 
we are moving forward one day at a time, trusting in God’s plan even when the path is not clear.   

by Theresa Haggerty
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We, the parishioners of Saint Anastasia, are a 

strong faith based community, grounded in 

more than a century of Catholic 

tradition, rooted in worship and service. 

Compelled by the Good News of Jesus Christ, 

we are committed to growing in a deeper 

relationship with God and with one another. 

We strive to become a more vibrant parish 

by inspiring an atmosphere of belonging, of 

welcoming, and by 

promoting opportunities to share and spread 

our Catholic faith, so that we may be more 

united as one parish community.


